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Stephen Knowles                           

Heating & Plumbing Engineers 
Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances. 

Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken.   Natural/LPG gas. 
Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank 

Telephone 01665 576855  Mobile 07866 013977 
stevieknowles666@gmail.com    Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536 

T. DAWSON Ltd.     
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing 
Inspection & Testing BS2391 

Renewable energy 
BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

Tel: 01670 761921 Mob: 07955 911720  

 

THE VEG HUT 
Drythropple Cottage, Charlton Mires, NE66 2TJ 

(500 yards from the A1) 
 

Logs- Dumpy bag -  free local delivery or collect your own bag. 
Mobile log splitting service 

 
Fresh Home Grown Veg, Free Range Eggs 

Garden Machinery Service and Repairs 
Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286) 
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Editorial  
Welcome to the 67th edition of the Whinstone Times. This will be an on-line 
only edition, due to the unprecedented challenges of the corona virus. We 
recognise that reading ‘The Whinstone Times’ on your device will not be the 
same experience as holding a physical copy in your hands. 
If you know of anyone without access to the internet who would appreciate a 
copy we are able to print off a very limited number of copies, please contact 
Jan on 576019. 
Although we recognise how very serious this pandemic is, we refuse to let 
Covid-19 dominate this issue. We have constant updates on the news and 
there’s endless advice on the internet but sometimes it’s better for our mental 
health to step back from the topic now and again. But neither can we ignore 
the topic altogether. For example, Councillor Wendy Pattison’s article includes 
lots of information from the Council, otherwise we refer you to the official 
websites for information regarding the virus, compiled by the government’s 
advisors or the World Health Organisation (WHO). 
Due to the current restrictions advertisers have not been charged for this 
edition as many of these services may not be operating during the lockdown. 
The editors would like to thank the Parish Council for their continued support 
and donation towards our costs. 
We were saddened to learn of the death of David Morgan, who served on the 
Parish Council for many years. 
The Whinstone Times welcomes both letters and articles from our readers 
and any ideas you have for your local community magazine. Please send articles, 
letters, advertising or any enquiries to the Editors at 
whinstone.times@gmail.com  or tel  Jan Ainsley 01665 576019. 
Please send any items for ‘What’s On’ to Shelagh Coxon, tel 01665 576791. 
The deadline for the next edition is Monday 8th June. The editors reserve the 
right to alter or reject material. The views expressed are solely those of the 
contributors. 
Back editions are available on the internet and can be accessed from our 
community website, www.embleton-northumberland.co.uk  
 

Creighton Hall 100 Club 
Due to the current restrictions there will be no further draws until the 
situation returns to normal, at which point draws from every month from and 
including April will be made at the same time. 
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We are not all in the same boat… 
I heard that we’re all in the same boat, but it’s not like that. We’re sailing in 

the same storm, but not in the 
same boat. Your ship could be 
shipwrecked and mine might not, 
yours is a dinghy, mine a super 
yacht. 
For some quarantine is optional. A 
moment of reflection, re-
connection; easy in flip flops, with 
a cocktail or a coffee. For others 
this is a desperate family crisis.  

For some that live alone they’re facing endless loneliness. While for others it 
is peace, rest and time with their mother, father, daughters and sons. 
Some are bringing in extra money with unrelenting overtime. Others are 
working more hours for less money, with pay cuts or loss in sales. Others no 
longer have a job at all. 
Some want to get back to work as they don’t qualify for benefits and are 
running out of money. Others want to kill those who break the quarantine and 
are seen outside, 
Some are at home spending hours each day helping their child with schooling, 
whilst others are getting home after working and then starting to help their 
child with schoolwork. 
Some have experienced the near death of the virus, some have already lost 
loved ones, or are waiting to see if someone they care about is going to pull 
through. Others just don’t believe this is a big deal.  
Some have faith and expect miracles during this. Others say the worst is yet 
to come.  
So, friends, we are not in the same boat. Each of us will emerge in our own way 
from this storm. Each of us affected differently. 
So please don’t judge others by what is happening to you. Your reality is yours, 
and yours alone.  
Throw a lifeline to those in serious trouble if you can, now and when the storm 
has passed and we survey the wreckage.  
Good luck to each and every one of you, we’ll see you in the calm. 

Author unknown, adapted by Martin Simpson. 
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Parish Council Notes            February/March/April 
There were no requests for an election so to fill the vacancy for a Councillor 
the co-option process will be used. Three parishioners have expressed an 
interest in becoming a Councillor and this will be taken forward once the PC 
can meet to carry out interviews. 
The works to install pavements at two sites on Station Road have been 
successfully completed. Work on lighting and signage for the chicanes at 
Christon Bank is still on-going. The PC agreed the final details of the traffic 
management scheme for Embleton and these have been sent to NCC. 
The PC have not had a reply to their letters to Historic England and the 
Executors of the owner of the Grade 1 listed Old Vicarage seeking information 
on the future of the building as it deteriorating and repairs approved by 
Northumberland County Council have not been carried out. 
Ownership of the equipment and the management of the play park will shortly 
transfer to the PC. Work is on-going to establish how safety inspections and 
maintenance of the equipment will be carried out in future. The annual safety 
inspection is to be arranged asap. 
The renovation work on Cemetery House has begun, and discussions are taking 
place on the future letting and management of the property. An application 
has been made to reclaim the council tax from NCC whilst the property is 
uninhabitable. 
Coast Care have been working (now suspended) in the quarry to remove 
brambles and cut a new path to keep walkers away from the orchid site. The 
management plan has been finalised and will be presented to the PC at a future 
date. Discussions are continuing with a local landowner over the clearing of the 
sluice. 
The housing survey carried out on behalf of the AONB showed that only 61.4% 
of properties in Embleton village were permanent residences, 25% were second 
homes and 13.6% were holiday lets. The number of permanent residences is 
down from the figure of 68% when the survey was last carried out in 2014. 
The PC agreed to accept the examiner’s report on our Neighbourhood Plan (see 
separate article). 
No meeting was held in March due to the restrictions imposed by the 
government in response to the Coronavirus pandemic, but a virtual meeting was 
held in April via Zoom. This format will continue until current restrictions are 
lifted.  
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County Councillor Wendy Pattison’s report  
E-mail: wendy.pattison@northumberland.gov.uk  
Tel. 01665 579137 – 07979 067321 – 077799 83072 

Facebook – Cllr Wendy Pattison 

These anxious and unusual times bring unforeseen 
difficulties. But the best of human nature can rise to the 
challenge. As County Councillor, I feel extremely proud of all 
our Parish/Village Communities which lie within the Longhoughton Ward. From 
Low Newton by the Sea all the way across county to Powburn near Wooler, 
taking in some of the most beautiful scenery in Northumberland, the 
Longhoughton Ward communities are pulling together and trying to help those 
who are self-isolating with supportive telephone calls, picking up medication 
and shopping. 
Our small local businesses are also playing a major role in delivering what they 
can to resident’s doorsteps and in many cases they have a variety of stock that 
is not always available in the large supermarkets. 
From WhatsApp to Next Door social media groups, our communities are in 
touch and if anyone has any questions/queries/concerns please contact me.  
Car parks: At some of the most beautiful tourism destinations along the 
Northumberland coast have had to be closed following the Government’s latest 
guidance on all non-essential travel and clear instruction that people should 
stay at home. 
This has been another difficult decision from the County Council, but it comes 
after a small minority ignored the Government’s national ‘stay at home’ advice 
and continued to visit some areas in numbers this week. The council’s three 
main country parks which attract large numbers of tourists (Bolam Lake, 
Plessey Woods and Druridge Bay),along with the car parks at these sites, are 
also now closed, until further notice.  
Urban country parks, parks and green spaces: These will remain open to 
enable local residents to exercise, but playgrounds will be closed, and all 
residents should strictly follow Government guidance on social distancing and 
gatherings. This will be kept under review and may be subject to further 
change, if required. 
All public toilets in the county: These will also be closed until further notice. 
The libraries service will move to a fully digital and online offer, with requests 
for books to be facilitated via community groups wherever possible, including 
assisting our most vulnerable residents e.g. large print requests etc. Libraries 
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will also move to provide a telephone befriending service, including doorstep 
deliveries which our community fleet will assist with. We are also preparing 
further digital and online content, and supporting and helping to coordinate 
any community offering that is needed through a volunteer programme, the 
details of which will be announced shortly. 
Customers can find a range of audio, eBooks and magazines via the BorrowBox 
and RB Digital apps, which can be downloaded from the library website 
- www.mylibrary.co.uk  
Customer Service, Information Centres and Registrars will move to a first 
point of contact being a digital recommendation. We will not have any front of 
house staffing and facilities, and will only offer a limited face to face service 
available at our sites if it is safely managed, by appointment only, and after a 
risk assessment deems it necessary to do so. 
The safest way for you to contact the council is via our website  
www.northumberland.gov.uk/contact  
You can also call us on 0345 600 6400 during office hours. 
We now have a dedicated Corona Virus section on our website to provide you 
with the information and updates on our services  
www.northumberland.gov.uk/coronavirus 

 
Neighbourhood Plan        Karen Greenhoff 
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group are pleased to report positive 
progress on this community-led planning tool. 
As far as possible, local suggestions from the two community consultations 
were incorporated into the interim Plan before it was submitted to an 
independent, external planning inspector for approval. We were pleased to 
receive an overall endorsement of our local planning policies and objectives for 
the Parish. As expected, there were a few required minor tweaks which we 
subsequently have made to the Plan and the Parish Council voted to approve 
these at their meeting in April. 
So, finally, we are in the home straight. The Plan now moves to the referendum 
stage and it will be given significant weight in any relevant decision on a 
planning application in the Parish. On the downside, due to coronavirus 
concerns, there has been a suspension of powers for Northumberland County 
Council to hold referendums and local elections. It is likely to be 2021 before 
the situation is resolved – so we are over the last fence, but we face a delayed 
run to the finishing line. 
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Creighton/Mandell Place Update        Mark Bridgeman 
With most suppliers closed and tradesmen not able to work, the completion of 
Mandell Place, next to Creighton Place, has been delayed. Prior to CORVID19 
the site was due be completed in April, approximately one year after it 
started. However, this will now be delayed until the current restrictions are 
eased.  

Northumberland Lottery 
Northumberland County Council have been advertising the start of the new 
Northumberland Lottery. The first draw will be made on Saturday 24th 
April. Tickets can be bought for each weekly draw on a one-off basis or by 
direct debit by visiting www.northumberlandlottery.co.uk and cost £1. There 
is a weekly prize of £25,000 for matching all 6 numbers and prizes for 
matching less numbers. The profits go to Northumberland Charities and when 
you register for tickets you can choose from the list of charities given that 
you want to support.  Creighton Hall is one of the Charities and 50p from every 
ticket will go to the Creighton Hall. 

 
Whinstone Times Advertising Rates 
The cost per issue is £15 for a quarter page, £30 for a half page and £50 for 
a full page. A discount of 5% is applied for 3 editions and 10% for 6 editions. 
Advertisers have not been charged for this edition as many of these 
services may not be operating during the current lockdown. 

                   Planning Applications 
The Parish Council would like to make sure that all parishioners are 

aware of current planning applications in the Parish so that they are able 
to review and comment on them. For a list of current planning 

applications please visit www.northumberlandparishes.uk/embleton OR the 
Embleton Parish Council Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/embletonparishcouncil/  
These lists are updated weekly, and all planning applications are 

discussed at the monthly Parish Council meetings. 
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Creighton Hall Update         Jean Lawrence 
We are very grateful to the Community Fund, operated by Community Action 
Northumberland, for their grant. Jean Lawrence and Shelagh Coxon are 

pictured here with the 
cheque for all village halls. 
Our share of £21,000 will be 
used to enable necessary 
repairs to the roofs, to 
install an extractor fan for 
the cooker in the kitchen and 
to re-decorate the corridors 
and porch. 
 

Embleton bowlers will be seeing a lot clearer now as new LED lights have been 
installed by Adam Clarke from Craster.  We would like to thank 
Northumberland Estates for giving us the money to pay for this lighting and 
we are incredibly grateful to them. The old-style lighting needed a cherry 
picker to be hired each time a bulb had to be changed as the ceiling is so high.  
Users of the hall will now be 
sitting pretty thanks to a grant of 
£5000 from Community Chest 
which has enabled us to replace 
the old chairs. The improved 
lighting and the new chairs are a 
step forward in the Creighton Hall 
Trustee/Managers refurbishment 
hopes for the future. 
Finally, a thank you to Michael Shanks, of Washington Components, for making 
and replacing the plaque that disappeared from outside the Creighton Hall. 
Members of the Creighton Hall community are very grateful for this especially 
as it was done by him with no charge to the Creighton Hall. 
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Emoji Quiz – name the film    (answers on page 20)  
 

 
 

Embleton Carpet Bowls                  John F Wallis            
Like so many of the village activities our weekly bowls evenings have been 
suspended. However, before it happened, we did play 4 competitive matches 
against neighbouring teams of which we won 1 and that was against 
Longhoughton. We also managed to play the clubs pairs and triples 
competitions which saw the pairs being won by Bill MacDonald and Alan Wilson 
and the triples team of Grace Yewdale, Hazel Wilson, and John Wallis.  Well 
done everybody.  
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Embleton Primary School                 Sir Alan Craft 
Chair of Governers 

Well over 300 years ago in 1688 the Reverend Vincent Edwards founded a 
school in Embleton for the boys of the village. He could 
never have imagined that in 2020 all of our children (girls 
as well as boys) would have been sent home because of a 
worldwide pandemic of Covid 19 but that their education 
was being maintained by electronic wizardry. The school 

itself has been through turbulent times since 1688.  The most recent being a 
few years back when the County decided it wanted to reorganise schooling into 
a two-tier system rather than the long existing three tier. The plan was that 
Embleton should close and Ellingham be expanded to take in our children. 
There was huge local opposition to this and eventually the County Council was 
reluctantly persuaded to allow Embleton to stay open and convert to a Primary 
School taking children up to the age of 11. But a huge amount of damage had 
been done during the uncertainty and many parents removed their children to 
other schools. A school in decline is difficult to staff and there was a clear 
downwards spiral with only 17 children left still with us. 
In 2016 I was persuaded to take on the role of Chairman of the Governing 
Body. I was reticent because I had no experience of education other than 
having been at school, an awful long time ago, and certainly had no idea how 
modern-day schools are governed. But I was passionate about the need for 
Embleton to have a village school, having had a house here since 1987. Several 
new Governors had recently been appointed and there was a general 
determination that the children of the area deserved a school. 
At my first meeting we were joined by both the Director of Education for 
Northumberland and the Diocesan Director of Education. They were invited to 
address the Board and their clear message was that we must consult on closure 
and their reasons were very clear: no permanent head teacher for several 
years, rapidly falling standards of education as shown by poor performance in 
national testing, poor finances. Along with the exodus of children which 
indicated a school swiftly becoming non-viable. We listened to what they had 
to say and then they left. Somewhat shell-shocked, we discussed what we had 
been told and came to the opposite conclusion, we did not have to close. The 
decision was up to the Governors, but it was a huge responsibility for us to 
ensure that there was good education available to the local children. We 
unanimously agreed that we should try. So, having decided against closure we 
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communicated this to the authorities. They were far from pleased and thought 
that our hopes and aspirations were no more than emotional pipe dreams and 
that we would eventually, sooner rather than later, be forced to close. Over 
the next few months, they kept a very close eye on us and I was summoned to 
County Hall in Morpeth and the diocesan offices in North Shields at regular 
intervals. 
As I had no experience of schools it was suggested that I should speak to 
another Chair of Governors in a similar school. Branton School, near Powburn, 
had recently been through a very similar, turbulent period and their role had 
fallen from over 40 to 7. But they had rebuilt and over a period of a few years 
were once again a thriving school with good outcomes.  This example gave us a 
little more confidence and bolstered our determination but is was with more 
than a little trepidation that we set off on our recent journey. 
As you will know the school is still open and is now thriving, with 47 children 
currently on the role. So how has this miraculous change come about? The 
simple underlying driver was that our prime concern must be a good education 
for our children. The school is funded largely per capita based on the number 
of children. Few children equal little money. Employment of staff depends on 
having enough money to do so. The quality of education depends on good 
teaching and we knew that we had an OFSTED inspection coming up. In the 
previous inspection three years previously we had been rated as good, but we 
knew that the chances of retaining that were miniscule. For three months we 
had a temporary headteacher from Berwick, Liz Hiroz who, with great energy 
and passion, began the educational transformation. But we needed a permanent 
leader ready to take up the longer-term challenge. This was highlighted to us 
by the authorities as our biggest challenge. Finding someone to turn round a 
failing school in the face of Education Authorities who recommended closure 
was going to be difficult. 
Miracles do happen. Step forward ex Squadron Leader Nicola Threlfall. After 
20 years in the RAF, living all over the world, serving in several war zones 
whilst at the same time raising four children of her own, she retired from 
surveillance duties at RAF Boulmer, where she was responsible for tracking 
thousands of planes a day flying over the UK, and luckily for us, went on to 
train as a teacher.  
Once appointed one of her first tasks was to negotiate an OFSTED inspection 
just a few weeks into her post. This occurred in October 2017 and by the skin 
of our teeth we were rated ‘Requires Improvement’ which is what we had 
expected. We were grateful to have narrowly avoided ‘Special Measures’ as 
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that would have required removing all of the Governors, the majority of whom 
had only recently taken up post themselves. 
The County and Diocese have given us massive educational support, in spite of 
the fact that they were initially sceptical about whether the school could be 
turned round. We were honest with parents and invited them to join us on a 
journey of renewal. This journey has taken us three years so far and the 
achievements are clear for all to see; we are well on our way, providing a very 
good education to all our children. We now have an excellent teaching 
headmistress who, as one might expect from her military background, is also 
an excellent administrator. Our finances are sound, and Mrs Threlfall now 
leads a keen and hardworking team of 7 staff supporting learning in the 
classroom – we started off with just three. We are overjoyed that parents 
have recognised that this is the place for their children with numbers having 
gone up from 17 to 47.  
The crucial thing is however, are we delivering good education? At our 
statutory inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools (SIAMS) last 
October, our school was judged to be GOOD and we eagerly await the result 
of the OFSTED inspection which fortuitously occurred just before the Corona 
virus lock down. Our own assessment, and that of the County and Diocesean 
Education Departments, is that there has been a vast improvement - but we 
will have to wait and see.  
What is special about the school? The children are a delight and behaviour is 
excellent. But our unique selling point is Beach School. Every Friday without 
fail ALL children walk down to the beautiful beach and have their whole 
curriculum delivered in and around the beach. This involves walking the best 
part of a mile there, and the same back, which even the three-year olds enjoy. 
I often see them coming back up the hill at the end of a busy day in the middle 
of winter, and they are still bubbling with enthusiasm. We have had an 
occasional negative comment from local residents asking how we could be so 
cruel to these bairns - the simple answer is that the children love it! 
We are enormously grateful to our fabulous staff and to the children and their 
families for the terrific support they have given our school. By ‘our’ I mean all 
of the local residents who have supported us over recent times in helping the 
rebirth of OUR school. 
Now all we need is that decent rating from OFSTED and be sure we will let 
you know when it comes! 
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Farming News April 2020                 Lucia Bridgeman 

After a very wet, mild winter the ground has dried up very quickly and so we 
have finished 
sowing spring 
crops and will 
start sowing 
grass shortly.  
Our typical 
rotation is four 
years of crops 
and three years 

of grass, which contains a high content of clover, an excellent nitrogen fixing 
crop.  We plan to start sowing after the Easter weekend, but need to be 
confident that the small grass seeds are not going to be frosted.  
Covid-19 is obviously having a serious impact on everybody’s life and work.  
Anybody included in food production is deemed an essential worker, whether 
working with livestock or crops, food processing, delivery or retail.  The UK 
only produces 60% of the food we consume, and this current crisis highlights 
the importance of domestic production.  The strains on the system are evident 
in a number of areas, for example the ability to source imported ingredients, 
and the fact that we could be short of 80,000 seasonal foreign workers this 
year for fruit and vegetable harvests.  There is a great need for a ‘land army’ 
- the challenge is re-directing labour which is currently furloughed (laid off), 
and students confined to home, to take up these jobs.  
Please do remember with all the lambs and ewes turned out on the grass that 
keeping your dog on a lead in these 
fields will prevent any accidents. Bear 
in mind that when cattle come out they 
can find dogs an irritant and you may 
prefer to take a different route.  
Always let your dog run away from 
cattle rather than keeping it close to 
you. 
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Nature Notes – March/April                Peter Brown 
Stockpiling gone mad! At least fifteen snatching, others hovering to take the 
best pickings; some with mouths full already, some scuffing around on the 
ground. The rooks have gone mad! Leaves, sticks, moss are all being collected, 
and I even saw one in a tree trying to break off a small branch, as if there 
weren’t enough wind-blown twigs already on the lawn. The new-look rookery is 
inevitably a flurry of incredibly loud activity. Other birds are twitterpated (a 
Disney word from ‘Bambi’ meaning what my Grannie used to call ‘courting’) with 
much nest building and stalking going on.  
On March 1st a hare crossed the road in front of us – a March hare – and 

literally as I write one has run across our 
lawn. Hares don’t hibernate, so I wonder 
where it has been in the cold months. 
Indeed, they have no fixed home, no 
burrow like a rabbit, but live in scrapings 
in the ground, moving frequently. When 
threatened, they just run ‘like a hare’, 

reaching speeds of up to 48 mph, making them our fastest land mammal. They 
can also jump up to 10 feet. ‘Lepus’ is their scientific name and this means light 
foot. In March, the females box (‘mad as a March hare’) using their huge 
hearts to power their gangly limbs. They have been described by expert John 
Lewis-Stempel as having the ears of a donkey, the eyes of a lion, the face of 
a horse, and the legs of a lurcher –the design of a committee! They also appear 
a bit goofy because their teeth protrude through their top lip which is split, 
hence ‘hare-lip’. Watch out for these amazing creatures which seem to thrive 
in our region. 
Spring has also brought out skylarks in great numbers. The dunes behind 
Beadnell Bay resound to their beautiful liquid song. At Long Nanny in early 
March hundreds of Curlew ( a ‘Curfew’) congregate and seem to spend most of 
their day sleeping, long curved beaks tucked carefully into their plumage. At 
the end of March, I watched an improbably white Little Egret (looking as if it 
would have been more at home on a tropical island) preening itself under the 
watchful eye of a shabby old grey Cormorant. Very tempting to add speech 
bubbles.  Over thirty Turnstones worked the high tide line at Football Hole, 
living up to their name. Purple Sandpipers and Goldeneyes have been spotted 
at this stunning cove. A mummuration of Starlings have settled on the old 
listening mast at Newton Point.  
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Other sightings: the Higginbottoms saw Long-tailed Tits near Christon Bank, 
a first for them, although small flocks 
have been reported visiting birdfeeders 
in Embleton.  Hundreds of noisy 
Whooper Swans had taken up residence 
at the Newton secondary pools, watched 
by two silent Mute Swans, but by the end 
of March there were only three pairs 
left.  On the 23rd of March there was a flock of Pochard ducks on Newton Pond 
and on the 25th, some newly arrived chiffchaffs were in the woods by Fallodon 
Hall, where treecreepers, chaffinches, tits and buzzards were also seen.  
Until the end of March, large numbers of Curlew and Oyster catchers 
continued to visit the fields adjacent to Sea Lane, but by the beginning of 
April these had disappeared, most likely to begin their breeding season 
further inland. 
The daffodils are in full bloom, the bluebells have emerged ready to flower 
soon, snow remains speckled on the Cheviots: true nature remains oblivious to 
the human drama unfolding. And by the way, moss is (supposedly) an excellent 
substitute for toilet paper! 
Late reports: Swallows sighted early April by Linda Heslop, just in time for 
the good weather. And Alan and Anne Craft report seeing Yellow Wagtails on 
the golf course, and a pair of Avocets nesting up from Low Newton, rare 
visitors for Northumberland. 
Please send any sightings, reports or articles to: 
naturenotes.whinstonetimes@gmail.com 

Seasons           Neil Doherty 
I often think of summer 
As shadows chase the sun 
And in the evening time 
Has the moon and stars begun 
 

Winter ice can seal the rivers 
As snow gathers on the lawn 
Plants conserve their energy  
As silent as the dawn 

When the raindrops begin to fall 
The wind chills you to the bone 
And the trees shiver in the breeze  
As leaves gather at their knees 

Then that glorious moment 
As buds start to appear 
What joy sprouts from a kernel  
A favourite time of year 
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“It’s Embleton Jim, but not as we know it ...”  

We’re not as unique as maybe we thought we were for indeed there is another 
village in the North of England named Embleton, but this one is over on the 
‘other side’, in Cumbria.  
This Embleton is a small village and civil parish located in the Allerdale district 

to the east of 
Cockermouth and lies 
within the boundaries of 
the beautiful Lake 
District National Park. As 
of the 2011 census the 

parish had a population of 294 whereas our Embleton is twice that again, with 
a population recorded at that same census of 672. This shows that the village 
has declined since 1831, when 442 people lived and worked there. 
There are many obvious similarities between us and our doppelganger:  

 Instead of The Dunstanburgh Arms, this other village has the 
Embleton Spa Hotel, previously an 18th century Lakeland farmhouse. 

 In place of the Church of the Holy Trinity, a grade 1 listed building, 
the Cumbrian version is St Cuthbert’s Church. Built in 1806, probably 
on the site of a much older thirteenth century ‘chapel of ease’, this 
small church (just two stained windows) is found just outside the 
village. 

 We used to have a busy quarry here.  Shut in 1961 and now a nature 
and wildlife reserve, it worked the seam of whinstone.  Our Cumbrian 
twin also had a quarry which was worked to produce granite from 1907 
up until 1950. But these days the main occupation over there is 
agriculture. Sound familiar? 

 There’s a little village hall in the Cumbrian version of Embleton, in tip 
top condition having been re-built in 2009. But nothing can compete 
with our Creighton Hall, said to be the largest village hall in the county. 
It is named after Mandell Creighton, vicar here between 1875 and 
1884, who ended up in high places as Bishop of London.  

There are also some clear differences other than population:  
 Our Embleton has many holiday cottages and second homes, whereas 

the Lake District version seems to have no holiday cottages actually in 
the village although seems to be surrounded by plenty of cottages to 
rent in the neighbouring villages 
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 Since 1808 the children of this other village benefited from a small 
school, but it was closed in 1978, a fate our Vincent Edwards Primary 
school has recently narrowly avoided. 

Finally with no golf course on the doorstep, and the west coast beaches being 
a fair drive away, the Cumbrian Embleton might have lakes and mountains but 
also has rain on at least fifteen days of each and every month of the year 
(2019). I know which Embleton I prefer to live in…  

 
 
P.S. What’s in a name?  
The name Embleton possibly comes from the old English for caterpillar ‘emel’ 
plus ‘tun’ meaning a farmstead, village or estate. This would make us ‘caterpillar 
village’.   
Alternatively, it might come from Elmesdun, where ‘dun’ is old English for hill 
and Elmes could derive from Aemele, an Anglo-Saxon family name, so giving us 
Aemele’s Hill ?  If anyone has any better information then please do let the 
WT editors know. 

UK kids windows                          Eleanor Wood  
UKkidswindows is a Facebook community group for mums, dads, grandparents 

and care-givers to 
access so that they 
can share photos of 
their kid’s artwork on 
show in their windows 
during this time of 
the corona virus. The 

purpose is for kids to share their work with a wider audience, see lots of other 
examples of kids work, and help them realise that we’re all in this together, 
despite feeling isolated. Give it a go! 
We’ve also had people displaying pictures of Easter Eggs and there are 
currently teddy bears in some windows for children to spot. 
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Useful Telephone Numbers 
Emergencies:  Police, Fire, Ambulance,  
Coastguard 

999 

Police (non-emergency) 101 
Childline 0800 1111                                                    
Crime stoppers 0800 555 111                                        
NHS non-emergency care 111 
Northumberland C. C. County Hall 0345 600 6400 
Wendy Pattison  
NCC Councillor for Longhoughton 
Ward 

07779 983072 

Alnwick Medical Group 01665 656000 
Northumbria Healthcare NHS 
Foundation Trust 

0344 811 8111 

Samaritans 0845 790 9090 
Silverline (advice for older people) 0800 470 8090                 
Traveline 0871 200 2233 
C.A.B.  Northumberland Adviceline 03444 111 444 

 
Creighton Hall user groups contact details: 
 
Carpet bowls  
 

Tues/Thurs: Bill MacDonald  
01665 600830  

Line Dancing     Wednesdays:  Elizabeth Henderson 
01665 576154 

Flower Club    2nd Monday of the month: Shelagh Coxon 01665 
576791 

Snooker Club Dougie Hogg  
01665 575221  

Pilates Tuesday mornings: Traci Robertson  
07415254647 

Badminton 3 Mondays per month: Bobby Greenley  
07834262911 
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Defibrillator Training                  Tony Rochester  
At the end of February Elizabeth Henderson arranged for a First Responder 
to talk to us at Creighton Hall. The talk was very well attended.           
What I Learnt…                                                                                         
Where are our Defibrillators? At the entrance to Creighton Hall and in the 
phone kiosk at Christon Bank.   
What do I do if I suspect someone is having a Cardiac Arrest? 
1. Is the person breathing? If the answer is NO shout for help and dial 999. 
2. Commence CPR immediately go to www.bhf.org.uk for details. 
3. If someone is with you send them to get the defibrillator, ask for key code 

to open it when you phone 999. The defibrillator is in a canvas bag. 
4. Turn on defibrillator. It will tell you what to do until an ambulance arrives.  
Remember dialling 999 and starting immediate CPR are your very first action 
(NOT getting the defibrillator).  
Other Defibrillators in area: Low Newton by the Sea, Beadnell Car Park and 
Seahouses Lifeboat Station . 
Covid-19 Precautions: In this time of social distancing only administer chest 
compressions CPR, with NO breaths advised. 
What’s on in May/June 
It’s more a question of ‘what isn’t on’ with there being no sign of lockdown 
being eased anytime soon.  
However, please note that although the school Grand Easter Raffle didn’t go 
ahead, it will take place a little while after school has opened again, to 
celebrate all being back together again. 
 

Emoji Quiz ANSWERS  
1 Breakfast at Tiffanys 11 Les Misérables 
2 Silence of the Lambs 12 Psycho 
3 Mary Poppins 13 Four Weddings and a Funeral 
4 Driving Miss Daisy 14 The Devil Wears Prada 
5 Finding Nemo 15 Ghost Busters 
6 Sherlock Holmes 16 The Good, The Bad and The Ugly 
7 Tarzan 17 Matrix 
8 Slumdog Millionaire 18 Free Willy 
9 Sixth Sense 19 Dancing with Wolves 
10 Up 20 Life of Pi 
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Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to 

The Blink Bonny At Christon Bank, Alnwick 
Tel:01665 576595 

(dog friendly) 
Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.  

All proceeds go to Charity 
 

 
 
A comprehensive solution to the care of your holiday-let.  

We take the strain and give you peace of mind. 
To see our range of services go to: 

www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk 
 Get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk  

or phone 01665 571 275 
Jane and Jude would love to hear from you! 
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PARAISO HAIR AND BEAUTY 
North Farm – Embleton 

 
Get in touch to enjoy our unisex salon and beauty room with 
breath taking sea views. Open to the public with plenty of on-site 
parking. 
 

        Call: Kirsty, for Beauty        Alison, for hair  
        07792292645                             07802426808 

                            Or visit our Facebook page: 
 

Paraiso Hair and Beauty at North Farm Cottages 
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THE GREYS INN 
Embleton 

At the heart of the community 
 Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace 
                Selection of pub meals every day 
  Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available.  Pizzas a favourite. 

Live sport on TV 
Quiz nights last Friday of every month 

Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.  
The Good Beer Guide 2020.                     Open Daily  

01665 576983 for dining room bookings 
 

 


